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and family relationships. Most of 

the Turkish immigrants live in 

abandoned Germany housings so 

they can have a roof over their 

heads during the winter. They also 

have a hard time with finding a 

job. The unemployment rate in the 

Turkish society has been 35-40%, 

and about 70% of the children 

donôt finish school. A large popu-

lation of the Turks doesnôt speak 

German even though they have 

been living in Germany for years.  

 Germany is struggling 

how to deal with minorities. In 

1980, a German court decided to 

sign an agreement with Turkey 

saying that the immigrants have a 

right to be reunited with their 

spouses, allowing more Turks into 

the country. The government is 

coming up with mandatory lan-

guage classes for the Turks before 

they can come into the country. 

The most recent law, made on 

August 30, 2007 is called the 

ñimmigration prevention lawò. It 

says that foreigners can only immi-

grate to Germany easily if they 

make a certain amount of money. 

The German Government is com-

ing up with many different ideas to 

deal with their Turkish immi-

The issue of Turkish minorities in 

Germany is very complex. Since 

the 1950ôs, the economic situation 

in Turkey has slowly led thousands 

of Turks into Germany. The poor 

Turks planned to save up money 

they got in Germany and start over 

fresh in Turkey, but things didnôt 

turn out as planned. The Turks 

remained in Germany, bought 

houses, and sent their children to 

school. They had roots in Turkey, 

but tried to start a life for them-

selves in Germany. Many tried to 

start farms or small companies to 

make money. They also tried to 

invest in real estate. But many of 

the larger companies in Germany 

were prone to force new competi-

tion out of there way. Therefore, 

many Turks were homeless and 

poor. 

 There are 3 million 

people of Turkish origin living in 

Germany today. There are almost 

as many Turkish women as men in 

Germany. More than half the 

adults of Turkish origin have been 

living in Germany for more than 

twenty years. In 1973, immigrants 

came together to build workers 

company holdings. They were 

formed with the intention of creat-

ing jobs for immigrants. Of the 3 

million, 53% emigrated from Tur-

key to join their family, and 17% 

of the adult Turkish population 

was born in Germany.  

 Many immigrants deal 

with problems of health, finance, 

KAITLYNDE E. WELCOME  

What to say 

about Kait-

lynde Em-

erald Wel-

come? She 

is a down to 

earth girl 

who was 

born in 

Greenfield, raised in Millers 

Falls, and is now a resident in 

New Salem. To some people 

she is called ñKaity- katò she is 

seventeen and her whole life 

revolves around Track and 

Field. 

 

Kaitlynde has quite a large 

family. She has one brother who 

is fourteen, a stepbrother who is 

nineteen, another stepbrother 

who is twenty- three and one 

stepsister who is twenty. She has 

one dog named Sadie, a Love-

able boxer. When she and her 

mom are in public her mom tries 
(Continued on page 3) 
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Sarah Otto is a very inter-

esting person. She is known 

only as Sarah, she doesnôt 

have any nickname. In 

Germany, it is not that com-

mon to have a middle 

name. In the 

United States she 

lives with Mike 

Yohan and Jen 

Poten in New Sa-

lem. Back home she has a mom and dad 

and a little sister who is nine, named Saskia. 

She has a very small family that on the 

weekends gets together for a big lunch and 

goes to the movies together. In her home 

town of Holweissig, East Germany, she 

hangs out with her friends by going to the 

mall, hanging out outside and going to bars. 

In Germany the drinking age is sixteen.  

  

School in Germany is very different than in 

the United States. Sarah says that ñin Ger-

many they donôt have security cameras and 

police; here it is scary.ò Unlike here, Ger-

man schools donôt need passes to the bath-

room. Sarah thinks that the teachers are a 

lot nicer at Mahar than at her school called 

Waither-Rathenau Gymnasium. In Ger-

many, there are no sports teams, so you go 

right home after school. The class schedule 

changes everyday and her classes are 

shorter because she has about 15-20 classes 

each week. ñThe test and quizzes are much 

harder, you have to study a lot more,ò said 

Sarah. The school days are a little bit 

longer. School starts at 7:10 and goes to 

2:15.  

  

Food in America is something else that is 

very different from Germany. In America, 

there are a lot more fast food places than in 

Germany. In Germany, they make a lot of 

their food from scratch. Sarah realizes that 

American food is just a bunch of different 

cultural foods from all around the world and 

is called American food. Sarahôs favorite 

food is pizza. She also doesnôt like the pasta 

in America. She says that in Germany it has 

a lot better flavor. In Germany, there isnôt 

much Mexican food. They donôt have burri-

tos or anything else like that. In the morning 

for breakfast, Sarah eats cereal or toast. She 

has a big lunch and a small dinner, maybe 

like a sandwich. For lunch, she goes home 

from school to eat lunch. Not all the schools 

in Germany have cafeterias. Sarah says that 

Americans are much better bakers; there are 

much better brownies and cookies here.   

  

Sarah is having a wonderful time here in 

America. She came here through an ex-

change program. She had to do several 

things to get to be a candidate. Sarah 

searched it on the internet and got a scholar-

ship. She had to write an essay talking 

about herelf and why she wanted to go to 

the United States. The U.S. is everything 

she expected. She realized that Americans 

are friendlier than Europeans. She says that 

in America, it is more about what you look 

like and appearance. There are a lot more 

cliques here than in Germany. The rules are 

a lot stricter here. In Europe, there are not 

many stereotypes of Americans. ñThe only 

thing isò, says Sarah ñis that American peo-

ple are very patrioticò. We are very glad to 

have Sarah here with us.  

are seven main ones. There is 
Hindu, Islam, Judaism, Buddhism, 
Jainism, Sikhism and Christianity. 
80% of the population in India is 
Hindu. Yash is Hindu and worships 
the most popular god in India, the 
elephant god Ganeesh. He ex-
plained how in his religion he is 
not supposed to eat beef because 
the cow is sacred, but he does any-
way. 
 Yash then talked about 
the lifestyles of India. Yash lives in 
an upper class family in a city 
named Pune. In the city there are 

Yash Ranade 
came to our 
class and talked 
about his home 
country of India. 
He had many 
things to tell us 

about 
what it is 
like to be 
an In-
dian. He 

started off by telling us about his 
religion. In India, there are many 
types of religions. He said there 

all kinds of skyscrapers and won-
derful things to look at. Yash has a 
younger brother named Jay and his 
father is a famous music director. 
He lives in a three story complex 
with his immediate family, his un-
cle and his grandparents. His fam-
ily has a maid and a watchman. In 
India, they donõt have modern 
technology like dishwashers, 
unless it is his maid. The familyõs 
watchman does chores for the fam-
ily, like get the groceries. The cli-
mate in India is overall really 

YASH RANADE  

òin Germany they donõt have security cameras and police, here it is scaryó.  
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SARAH OTTO  

Sarah gets used to 

English culture. 

 Yash flashes a smile 

for the camera.  



to embarrass her really bad. Her family tries 

to call her her nickname in public; she says 

it never works though. In her spare time 

Kaitlynde likes to ñhang out with friends, 

do interesting activities in the center of New 

Salem that are legal and substance free 

fun.ò 

 

Kaitlynde has had some interesting jobs. 

She worked at 202 as an ñice cream 

scooperò, and her favorite restaurant is Tay-

lorôs in Greenfield. She currently works at 

Brooks Pharmacy as a cashier. During the 

summer of ô07 she took some trips to 

Hampton Beach and New Hampshire. If 

(Continued from page 1) Kaitlynde where to have a one dream car it 

would have to be a Range Rover. But in-

stead she will have to settle with her good 

old Ford Explorer. 

 

Kaitlyndes has had a really embarrassing 

moment like everyone else. She talked 

about how when she was five she was at 

CVS looking at the Chap Stick. And she 

had to use the bathroom really bad. She was 

just going to get the Chap Stick and leave 

right away, but her brothers knew that she 

had to use the bathroom and they started 

tickling her and she peed her pants right in 

the store. If ñKaity-katò was to describe 

herself in one word she would call herself 

ñfree spiritedò. 

 
The person that she admires the most is her 

grandmother.  Kaitlynde if given a chance  

to live in any time in history, Kaitlynde 

said, ñI would like to be born in the 50ôs-

70ôs. the time period looked more laid back 

and when the times were changing it would 

be exciting.ò Kaitlynde Emerald Welcome 

likes to spend her days having fun and 

hanging out with her friends, but like every-

one else she likes to relax once and a while 

an take a break from her stressful job work-

ing at the pharmacy. Kaitlynde is a person 

who likes to live life to its fullest and not let 

one moment pass her by. 

become rich and famous. Yash goes 
to a school with 10,000 kids from 
grades k-12. When Yash grows up he 
wants to be a lawyer, a musician, or 
an actor. In India it is not expensive 
to get into college, but it is really 
hard getting in. At his school, his 
volleyball team was state champi-
ons. In Yashõs country, it is less com-
mon to have a job when you are 
teenager. Yashõs mother wants him 
to focus more on education than 

warm. In the winter, the average 
temperature is fifty degrees, which 
to him is freezing cold, but we 
New Englandersõ would be the 
happiest people if it was fifty de-
grees in winter. In the summer, the 
average temperature is eighty to 
ninety degrees, and can get up to 
120 degrees!   
 Education is very impor-
tant in India. The main focus is to 
get a good education in order to 

anything else.  
In India, they donõt have a 

lot of modern technology. If India 
were to be a highly technological 
country, then lots of farmers would 
be out of a job. According to Yash, 
India decided to stay less modern so 
that people could make a living. Here 
at Mahar, we were very thankful to 
Yash for telling us all about his coun-
try.  

MORE ON YASH  

 

Raga music is 

made up of feel-

ings and emo-

tions of the musi-

cians. The way 

the music 

sounds depends 

on the mood of 

the musicians. 

The sound of raga music is very closely 

related to nature because it has rhyth-

mic sounds that relax and deeply fasci-

nates the human mind.  Raga is made 

up of seven notes which are played 

together to make a harmonious single 

scale. Raga can have no fewer than five 

notes. Five notes is a minimum require-

ment for raga music.  

 

RAGA MUSIC  

Raga music has a big place in Indian 

classical music.  All of Indian music is 

based on raga because of the intricate 

design and its deep soul. Raga music is 

a variety of notes, scales and melodies. 

Raga is almost like jazz because it has 

the same rhythm. Each musicianôs per-

formance is different because each per-

son is feeling something that no one 

else feels. 

Each musicians performance is different because each person is feeling something that no one else is 

feeling. 
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MORE ON KAITLYNDE E. WELCOME  

Raga music is 

closely related 

to nature.  



Major instruments related to Indian 

music and raga are the sitar, the tabla, 

the santoor, and the violin. The sitar is 

the most popular stringed instrument in 

India, and has been used for over 700 

years. It has about 24 or 25 strings and 

is played with a plectrum on the finger. 

The tabla is basically two drums played 

together. Musicians use the base of the 

palm and their fingers to play the in-

strument. The santoor is a rectangular 

shaped wooden box that is mostly used 

in Northern India. It has more than 100 

strings with a hollow middle. The vio-

lin was introduced to India 300 years 

ago and is 

very impor-

tant. It is 

played in the 

sitting position 

and is held 

between the 

right foot 

and the left 

shoulder. Put to-

gether these instru-

ments make a beautiful sound.  

 

Roop Verma plays a big part in current 

raga music. He was born in northern 

India and grew up playing any instru-

ment he could get his hands on. He 

plays mostly the sitar and some other 

instruments. He goes around the world 

giving music lessons and giving heal-

ing and meditation seminars, using his 

raga music techniques that deal with 

the mind and soul.  Roop expresses his 

feelings through his music and many 

people can relate to his music.  
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Sitar is the most 
popular instrument 

in India.  
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