
Yash, one of the 

foreign exchange students, 

came to our Language 

Press class the other day to 

talk to us about his country, 

India. He is from the city of 

Pune, located in the state of 

Maharashtra. At home he 

lives with his mother, fa-

ther, and brother named 

Jay. His family is in the up-

per middle class of India.  

 He said that some 

popular sports in India are 

field hockey, rugby, soc-

cer, Kabbadi(from what I 

gather is a game sort of like 

tag), and, of course, the 

most popular sport is 

cricket.  

 He told us about 

the religions that they have 

in India. There are seven 

different religions. There is 

Buddhism, Hinduism, Jain-

ism, Sikhism, Parsees, Is-

lam, and Christianity. Yash 

himself is Hindu.  

 Back 

home Yash 

attends a pri-

vate school. 

He said that 

his school 

does have 

school sports. 

He was on the 

team when 

his school 

won the state 

championship in volley 

ball. Yash said that college 

was not expensive but it is, 

however, very hard to get 

into.  

 Yash explained 

that through town most 

people get around by 

scooter because the streets 

in India are very crowded. 

You have to be 16 years of 

age to drive a scooter. He 

said that they cost around 

$5,000 too. In India there 

are only main roads so if 

you need to get some-

where that isnõt on a main 

road you never know what 

youõll have to drive 

through to get 

there.  

 Yash 

talked to us about 

the history of India. 

He explained that 

India is choosing 

not to modernize as 

much as other 

countries due to 

keeping the economy sta-

ble. He said that if they 

owned a dishwasher in his 

home, then the servant that 

washes the dishes would 

be out of a job.  

Yash Ranade 

Elise Article 
Her name is Elise Frances 

Powers; sheõs loud proud 

and can bring in the crowd. 

The only thing that can bring 

her down is when she goes 

out to town and her parents 

call her by her nickname, 

Meme. She got her nickname 

by always saying òme meó 

when she was a toddler.  

Elise is the youngest of three, 

being born on January 4, 

1992. Elise stated, òI was 

born in Greenfield just like 

most people around here.ó 

She has an older brother, 

Robby who is 18 and an 

older sister, Eva who is 20.  

Elise added, òI like Robby 

better because sisters just 

donõt get along.ó She has 

lived in the same house in 

the same town of Orange, 

Massachusetts her whole life, 

which has been òpretty bor-

ingó for her. 

One of Eliseõs career goals is 

to òmake lots of money.ó 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Sarah Otto, 16 years old, born on Au-

gust 2, 1991, came to America from 

Germany by an exchange program. 

Exchange programs are very popular 

in Germany, so a lot of people try to 

get accepted into one of them. Usually 

you would have to pay to be involved 

in it but Sarah received a scholarship. 

A scholarship is quite hard to get and 

it is a big achievement. She had to get 

good grades and go to interviews, 

competing with other students for the 

scholarship.  

 

Sarah lives in Germany in a town 

called Holzweissig, which is located in 

East Germany. She used to live in 

West Germany but moved to East 

Germany and has lived in two differ-

ent towns in East Germany. The town 

of Holzweissig is not a big city but it is 

near big cities. She usually rides her 

bike 10 minutes to get into town. She 

said that a lot of people in Germany 

get around by bikes because it is just 

so expensive to get a license and a 

car.  

  

Sarah lives with her mom, dad, and 

sister back in Germany and says she 

doesnõt have that big 

of an extended family. 

She has two pets; a cat 

and a turtle at home. 

During the day every-

one comes together 

for lunch. Here in the 

U.S. she lives with 

Mike Yohan and Jen 

Potee in New Salem. 

 

While Sarah is living 

with Mike and Jen, she 

is attending school at 

Mahar Regional High 

School. In Germany 

she attended Walther -

Rathenau Gymnasium. She 

said that school in America is much 

different from school in Germany. She 

has more classes in Germany. She 

said she has about 15 to 20 classes per 

week and different classes every day. 

She said that the school day is usually 

an eight hour school day but it differs 

because some days you will only have 

two classes and others youõll have ten.  

 

On a typical day school 

starts at 7:10 in the 

morning and gets out 

around 2:00-2:50 in the 

afternoon. In Germany, 

the school doesnõt have 

sports teams and Sarah 

said that itõs academi-

cally harder. She said in 

America the teachers 

are nicer though. Some 

teachers in Germany 

donõt know all the 

names of their students 

because they have big-

ger classes and more 

classes per day. She also says 

that on days when you donõt have a 

class, like a free period, you can leave 

school just as long as you come back 

for the next class you have. Sarah says 

that you donõt need a pass to go to the 

bathroom and there arenõt any cops or 

security cameras in her 

school. Here the cops 

and security cameras 

kind of freak her out. A 

lot of the schools in Ger-

many donõt have a cafe-

teria and students usually 

use their lunch break to 

just sit outside and talk. 

Sarah says she doesnõt 

eat lunch at school and 

just waits until the end of 

the day to have a big 

lunch at home. The 

school vacations are dif-

ferent in Germany as 

well. Sarah said that 

summer vacation is shorter but 

there are more vacations during the 

school year.  

Another difference Sarah is coming to 

find is the food here in the U.S. versus 

the food in Germany. She said that one 

thing she learned about American 

food is that itõs not really òAmericanó 

food and more òall-aroundó the world 

food. She also said that there is more 

fast food here in 

America. Her favor-

ite food here would 

be the pizza. The 

food she doesnõt like 

so much is the pasta 

because the sauce is 

just not the same. 

One type of food she 

has gotten to try 

here is Mexican 

food; there isnõt a lot 

of Mexican food in 

Germany. She also 

said that Greek food 

is very popular in 

Germany. In her 

opinion Americans are not 

that good at cooking but 

are very good at baking. She 

loves brownies and cake -like things 

here.  

 

 In Germany she said breakfast is 

pretty much the same as here, usually 

cereal or something like that. Lunch is 

their biggest meal and everyone 

comes together to have a big lunch 

together, and dinner is usually small, 

maybe a sandwich or something like 

that. 

  

Sarahõs expectations of the United 

States were pretty much right on. She 

said that Americans are friendlier. She 

also said that everything is more 

about appearance here. She said that 

they donõt really have a stereotype of 

Americans in Germany. They just 

have the opinion that Americans are 

very patriotic. She realized that 

cliques arenõt as bad here as what she 

heard.  
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Elise plans on doing that by being a 

òhappy, friendly and very organ-

ized,ó person. Right now she baby 

sits children who can be a real òpain 

in the butt.ó  

Some day Elise hopes to be driving 

around in a Volkswagen Golf GTA. 

Until Elise can get behind the wheel, 

her only way of getting around is by 

using her feet or bumming rides off 

of people.  

This past summer Elise took some time 

off from her long, straining, stressful job 

of babysitting to spend time with her 

(Continued from page 1) family. She retired for 

two full weeks in òa 

cottage off the coast in 

Canada.ó Most of her 

days were spent loung-

ing around and soaking 

up the sun then taking a 

few dips in the brisk 

ocean. 

Elise has also had the 

chance to see Mickey 

Mouse and his buddies 

when she went to Disneyland in Or-

lando, Florida a few years ago.  

Elise usually does most of her traveling 

on a yellow school bus. She is a member 

of the volleyball, and basketball team 

and has been to a great number of dif-

ferent gymnasiums.  

Elise dreams of being just like Larry 

Bird, a former Celtics player, because, 

òhe is like the best basketball player 

ever.ó 

Until that time comes Elise will stay in 

school, play sports and continue baby-

sitting on the side to save up for her 

Volkswagen.  

After she gets out of high school, Elise 

Powers will pursue her dream to have a 

job where she will be able to òmake lots 

of money,ó and enjoy the drinks at her 

favorite restaurant, Applebeeõs. 

Ganesh the Elephant God 
earthly exis-

tence of hu-

mans. The 

elephant 

head shows 

wisdom and 

his trunk 

represents 

Om, the 

sound or vi-

bration from which the entire universe 

constantly revolves.  In his upper right 

hand he has a pointed stick which 

helps remove obstacles. The noose in 

Ganeshõs left hand is to capture all 

difficulties. He holds a broken tusk in 

his lower right hand like a pen and it 

symbolizes the sacrifice that he made 

for writing the Mahabharata.  The ro-

sary that is in his other hand says that 

the pursuit of knowledge should never 

stop. The sweet he holds in his trunk 

says that one must discover the sweet-

ness of the Atman, or the soul. The 

snake around his waist represents 

energy. He rides the mouse because 

he is humble and the mouse is the 

lowest of creatures.  

keeper so she could bath in privacy. 

She told him not to let anyone in 

unless she said it was okay to. Shiva 

came home from war and he tried to 

go inside his house but Ganesh didnõt 

allow it because Pavarti had not yet 

said that anyone could come in. Shiva 

was quickly angered by being told he 

could not enter so he cut off Ganeshõs 

head, not knowing that Ganesh was 

his son. Pavarti freaked out and told 

him that Ganesh was their son. Shiva 

felt terrible and said 

he would replace 

Ganeshõs head with 

the head of the first 

creature he saw. The 

first creature he saw 

was an elephant so 

he cut off the head 

and put it on Ga-

neshõs body. That is 

how Ganesh got his elephant head.  

 

Each of Ganeshõs body parts is sym-

bolic. Ganeshõs head symbolizes the 

soul and his body symbolizes the 

Ganesh is one 

of the most 

worshipped 

deities in the 

Hindu pan-

theon. The 

Hindu religion 

has thousands 

and thousands 

of gods. The 

ten most 

popular Hindu 

gods are 

Shiva, 

Krishna, 

Rama, Hanuman, Vishnu, Lakshmi, 

Durga, Kali, Saraswati, and Ganesh.  

  

Ganesh is the god of success and de-

stroyer of evils. He is also worshipped 

as the god of education, knowledge, 

wisdom, and wealth.  

  

Ganesh is the son of Pavarti and Shiva. 

Shiva went away to war and shortly 

after that Ganesh was born. His 

mother gave him the job of gate 
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