
Monetary Fund) to run for 
his new position. In Ger-
many the president is chief 
of state without a great deal 
of power. Since being Presi-
dent, Kohler has taken a 

Within the Germany Gov-
ernment there are five differ-
ent branches. The first one 
is the Executive, lead by the 
president. Then comes the 
chancellor, who is the head 
of government. Followed by 
the bicameral parliament, 
the independent, and the 
Federal Constitutional 
Court. The Chancellor and 
the President are known 
through out the world as the 
faces of Germany.  
 

Angela Merkel, the first fe-
male elected for Chancellor 
was sworn in as Germanyõs 
head of government in the 

year 2005. Before running 
for Chancellor, Merkel 
worked as a researcher in 
physics at the East German 

Academy of Sciences in East 
Berlin. She had never before 
been in politics until the fall 
of the Berlin Wall. After that, 
she decided to join the 
Christian Democratic Union, 
where she became chairper-
son. Merkel is not only the 
first female Chancellor but 
is also the first former East 
German to rise to the high-
est power in modern day 
Germany.  
 
President Horst Kohler was 
elected in the year 2004. He 
came with a background in 
finance and a doctorate in 
economics and political sci-

ences.  Kohler resigned from 
his job as Director and 
Chairman of the Executive 
Board of IMF (International 

System of Governments 

Here, There, Everywhere!! 

From one country to another, 

Sarah Otto age 16 is already a 

world traveler and living away 

from home. Sarah is from 

Holzweissig, Germany and has 

lived in Germany her whole 

life. Currently, she is staying 

with the Yohan family in New 

Salem for the school 

year. Back in Ger-

many, she has a 

little sister, Saskia 

and she is only nine 

years old. Being in 

the U.S., Sarah is 

away from her best 

friend, Christina, 

who she normally 

would go out with 

everyday after 

school. 

 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Sarah Otto, up close         
and personal. 





Sarah has some wonderful 

qualities. She is open to 

meeting new people. This 

really helps her since sheôs in 

a different country and does-

nôt know anyone. Also sheôs 

honest and open minded. 

Sarah is a great student and is 

an awesome person to be 

around. She has also told me 

a few bad things about her 

personality. She claims sheôs 

ñvery disorganized, impa-

tient, and stubborn.ò On that 

(Continued from page 1) note though, Sarah has de-

cided that if she were ever 

stranded on an island, that 

she would bring three things: 

Her best friend, her computer 

and pictures of everyone. 

Friends and family appar-

ently mean quite a bit to 

Sarah. 

What a traveler Sarah is! Not 

only has she come to the 

United States to live as an 

exchange student but she has 

also been other places. When 

she was about ten years old 

she and her family took a 

plane all the way to Spain, 

where they stayed in a hotel 

for two weeks. While they 

were there, they spent time 

swimming walking around 

and just ñhanging out.ò Sarah 

said she ñloved the  food and 

we spent a lot of time in  the 

restaurants too.ò Sarah sure 

seems to enjoy traveling and 

the wonderful things that she 

gets out of it, and I don't be-

lieve sheôs done yet! 

Here, There Again!! 

24 Hours In Mumbai!!! 

I just got back from eating 

dinner. I had a really exciting 

day. The first place I headed 

off to was Inorbit, the biggest 

mall ever. Actually it s the 

biggest mall in Mumbai. 

There were so many stores, I 

didn t know what to do with 

myself. They have clothing 

companies I never heard of. 

Then I headed over to the 

famous Gateway of India. It 

officially opened in 1924 just 

for King George V to come 

visit. It was so beautiful. Oh, 

and I met this really nice 

women there. She was in her 

late sixty s and she told me 

that she comes here every-

day, and that she has for the 

last twenty years. She was 

lovely. 

But where I ate dinner, it was 

amazing. The place was 

called Bombay Blue. I guess 

Bombay is what they used to 

call Mumbai. Well they served 

all Indian food, and I decided 

to eat at the Noodle Bar . I 

seriously think it might have 

been the best food I have 

ever eaten. I ve been here not 

even 24 hours and I am hav-

ing the time of my life, I don t 

ever want to leave!! Well I 

better go to sleep, I have an-

other long day in front on me.  

December 5, 2007 

So, today was my first day in 

Mumbai. I got off the plane 

this morning and headed 

straight to The Retreat. Yup, 

that s where I m staying, a 

five star deluxe hotel and I m 

only paying two hundred and 

twenty eight dollars a night. 

There are two pools, a hot 

tub, and a huge gym. Wow, 

what a heat wave though, It 

went from being like sixty 

degree weather to it being 

ninety- one. What a change. 

But anyway, the whole place 

is about seven acres big and 

the Arabian Sea is right next 

to me. It s awesome!  

Right now it s about 9:30 and 
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ñI seriously think it 

might have been the 

best food I have ever 

eatenò 

Germany Map 


