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Festivals are a year-round 
way of life in Germany. 

Carnivals, street-fairs, and 
parades are all very popular 
events, but at the top of the 
list is the annual Oktober-
fest, an enormous festival 
held every year in Munich, 
Germany; lasting 16 days it 
is has been the most antici-
pated beer-fest in the world 
for almost 200 years. The 

festivities begin in mid Sep-
tember and end the first 
week of October. At noon-
time on opening day a 12-
gun salute followed by the 
Lord Mayor of Munich 
tapping the first keg of spe-
cially brewed Oktoberfest 
Beer kicks off a free-for-all 
of drinks, music, and fun. 
Many locals refer to the 
festival as Die Wiesn. 

 

The Oktoberfest fair-
grounds currently include 
14 main tents, which can 
hold up to 5,000 people 
apiece. Each large tent hosts 
its own unique activity and 
type of crowd; for example 
the Hippodrom is consid-
ered one of the trendiest 
tents. It accommodates the 
band Münchner Zwietracht 
and attracts the occasional 
celebrity. Schottenhamel is 

considered the most impor-
tant tent because it is the 
location where the Lord 
Mayor of Munich begins 
the festivities. Also Käfers 
Wiesen Schänke is the 
smallest tent at the Wiesn, 
but it attracts many celebri-
ties and important people 
with its notoriously good 
food; this tent is often very 
hard to get into. So whether 
itôs the great beer, excep-
tionally good food, trendy 
bands, or traditionally 
played games thereôs fun to 
be had everywhere you 
turn. 

 

6.5 million people a year 
flock to Munich for Okto-
berfest, and one might won-
der exactly how many 
drunk people in one place 

(Continued on page 5) 

Ms. Karissa Marie Beaure-
gard, 17, is a unique girl who 
might be best known for her 
loud mouth, and impulsive 
speaking, but is also accred-
ited for being an exciting and 
caring friend. Karissaôs first 
name derived from a baby 

book with 
the meaning 
ñdear little 
oneò. She 
shares not 
only the same middle name 
as her mother, but also the 
same initials; K.M.B. As a 

child Karissa referred to her 
grandmother as ñGrandma 
Macarooniò, but the name 
stuck with her instead of 
her Gram, so she is also 
occasionally called ñRoonieò 
by family members. 

(Continued on page 3) 
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Movie Hall of Fame!!!    Movie Hall of Shame!!!  

Movie: Resident Evil 

Director: Paul W.S. Anderson 

Movie: Hostel 

Director: Eli Roth 

Movie: The Hills Have Eyes 

Director: Alexandre Aja Movie: Happy Gilmore 

Director: Dennis 
Dugan 

Movie: The Notebook 

Director: Nick Casavetes 

Movie: Gridiron Gang 

Director: Phil Joanou 

Movie: Blow 

Director: Ted Demme 

Movie: Training Day 

Director: Antoine Fuqua 

Movie: Wild Wild West 

Director: Barry Sonnenfeld 

Movie: House of Wax 

Director: Jaume Collet-Serra 

Movie: Saving Private Ryan 

Director: Steven Spielberg 

Movie: White Noise 

Director: Geoffrey Sax 

Movie: Darkness Falls 

Director: Jonathan Liebesman 

Movie: Mothman Prophecies 

Director: Mark Pellington 
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free time she has with her boyfriend. 
Through her stubbornness and perse-
verance, however, Karissa will have no 
trouble leaving McDonaldôs in her past 
and pursuing her dream to become a 
nurse. 

 

If Karissa hit it big time on the lottery, 
sheôd spend her riches splurging on 
shopping sprees, hitting up the fanci-
est restaurants she can find, including 

 

Originally from Gardner, Karissa 
moved to Orange in the 4th grade, ac-
companied by her twin younger sib-
lings and three older brothers, and has 
been in our ñFriendly Townò, living 
with her Gram D ever since. She 
spends most of her time working at 
our exceptionally fine dining McDon-
aldôs (ha-ha) but enjoys spending any 

(Continued from page 1) her favorite The 
Outback, and buy-
ing a nice car. In 
one word Karissa 
describes herself as 
ñcuckooò, which 
gives the impres-
sion of how much 
fun 

 she is to hang out with, believe me I 
know. 

Sarah Otto, born on August 2, 
1991, has had the opportunity to 
join us here at Mahar for her 
senior year. As a German citizen, 
she was born in Western Ger-
many. After moving a few times, 
her hometown is Holzweiɓig, 
where she typically resides with 
her parents and her 9 year 
old sister Saskia and also the 
family turtle Elvis, and cat 
Findus. Her family life con-
sists of weekend meals, day-
trips to theme parks, going 
to the movies, and the occa-
sional walk. However, night-
life is spent mostly with her 
friends; at the skate parks, 
movies, malls, cafes, or bars; 
(yes bars- the drinking age in 
Germany is 16!) Back in 
Germany, Sarah has little 
extended family; her relatives are 
spread out all over, but none live 
outside the country. While living 
in Orange and attending school 
at Mahar this year, Sarah is living 
in the home of Mike Yohan and 
Jen Potee in New Salem. 

 

Sarahôs school in Germany, 
Walther-Rathenau Gymnasium is 
very different from Mahar. Sched-
uling is set up very much like our 
colleges. She attends 15-20 classes 

which rotate daily. She is free to 
leave whenever she doesnôt have a 
class and do what ever she pleases 
in between. They donôt need 
passes to be in the hallways and 
ñthere are no cops or security 
cameras in her schoolò which 
Sarah says ñscare herò. Her classes 

are 55 minutes 
long, and her 
classes average 
about 8 hours a 
day. But depend-
ing on how classes 
are scheduled and 
how they rotate, 
students could get 
out of school at 2 
oôclock; if they 
have more classes 
one day than the 
other, they could 

have to stay until 5 oôclock. Also 
at Gymnasium, there are no 
sports teams, and in Sarahôs opin-
ion classes are academically 
harder, and teachers are stricter. 
Sarah says ñmany students take 
part in the exchange program in 
Germanyò. Sarah competed for a 
scholarship to fund her year 
abroad. It was a very big achieve-
ment to get the scholarship, she 
had to go through two rounds of 
interviews, write an essay, and 
pass an English test to make sure 

her knowledge of our country was 
sufficient. 

 

For the most part her expecta-
tions of America were right on, 
we are just as friendly as she 
hoped. A few things surprised her 
however, such as how we are 
more concerned about appear-
ances here, and how frequently 
we eat fast food. The food here 
disappointed Sarah. She is used 
to home cooked meals from 
scratch, and she said the pasta 
here is ñstrange and the sauce 
isnôt goodò. She isnôt exactly fond 
of American cooking. On the 
other hand, she absolutely loves 
the baked goodies we make here 
such as cakes, cookies, and 
brownies. Overall, life for Sarah is 
pretty 
similar 
here to 
her 
home. Of 
course 
different 
people, 
different 
rules, and 
slightly different customs, but no 
matter what their heritage we 
accept everyone, especially inter-
esting exchange student like 

Lifestyle of a German Student in America 

More on Karissa! 
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Sarah Otto 

The attitude of  

 Ms. Karissa 



Nightmare Before 
Christmas  
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