
She came to America all the way 

from Holzweissig, Germany. 

Sarah Otto was born in western 

Germany but moved to eastern 

Germany. Sarah has a normal 

family, a mom, a dad, and a nine 

year old sister named Saskia. She 

also has a pet cat named Findus, 

and a turtle named Elvis. Sarahôs 

family is small and they all live 

in Germany. Sarah and her fam-

ily spend a lot of time together; 

they go to theme parks and mov-

ies and visit family Sarah does 

not have a middle name because 

it is not common in Germany to 

have a middle name. Sarah also 

has no nickname. 

Sarah heard about the exchange 

program and started doing re-

search; she had to go through two 

rounds of interviews and got a 

scholarship. She lives in New 

Salem with Mike Yohan and Jen 

Potee. Sarah enjoys reading Eng-

lish books, and watching Ameri-

can T.V. and movies. 

 

Breakfast is the same in Germany 

as here. They eat big lunches at 3

-4P.M. and little suppers between 

6-7P.M. she has learned there is 

more fast food here. In Germany 

they cook food from scratch and 

they donôt have Mexican food. 

Sarah likes the pizza here. She 

loves baked goods. 

In Germany Sarah goes to school 

at Walther-Rathenau Gymna-

sium. At her school they have 

more classes a day but they are 

shorter. They also have more 

strict teachers than here and their 

classes are bigger. They donôt 

have sports teams; they have to 

join a sports club. Outside of 

school, Sarah and her friends 

hang out outdoors or go to mov-

ies, bars, or the skate parks. They 

go to bars on the 

weekends and 

sometimes drink 

since the drinking 

age is 16 years old 

there 

Before 

Sarah 

came to 

Amer-

ica she 

expected Americans to be easy to 

befriend and she found that was 

right, she didnôt expect find that 

as Americans we are more ob-

sessed with popularity and looks. 

She also thinks we are more pa-

triotic, and religion plays a big 

part here. 
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Sarah Lanagan 
As a 17 year old Ralph C. Ma-

har senior, Sarah Jean Lanagan, 

a.k.a Lanny, got her nickname 

from her last name because 

there are too many Sarahôs in 

the school. Sarah added, ñI 

have the same middle name as 

my mom because she couldnôt 

think of one.ò Sarah has lived 

in the same log cabin her fam-

ily built in New Salem for her 

whole life. Although she lived 

in New Salem, she grew up 

mostly at her friendsô houses in 

New Salem, Athol, and Orange. 

She said, ñThere is nothing to 

do in New Sa-

lem so I go to 

Athol and Or-

ange.ò Sarah 

has one sister named Katie who 

is 21 years old. Her pets are a 

cat named Rollie and a dog 

(Continued on page 2) 
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named Daisy, who Sarah claims is really fat. 

As a young 12 year old, she slaved for peo-

ple at Hamilton Orchards. She has also 

worked at Johnsonôs Farm doing prep-

cooking, scooping ice cream, and now she 

waitresses. She also used to take trash out of 

the court house and clean floors with her 

aunt. Sarah has traveled the U.S. She also 

visited Mexico in the summer of 2006, and 

she got stuck in the Newark, New Jersey 

airport for eight hours. While in Sarahôs 

dreams sheôs driving around in a black and 

chrome Nissan Titan that has sensors to help 

(Continued from page 1) her park, she actually drives a 2001 Ford 

Taurus. 

 Sarah to this day still gets red when she 

remembers something that was really em-

barrassing happening to her.  ñLast year it 

was late, and I was going to the seven gates 

of hell, this car came from out of nowhere, I 

ran and tripped, dove into a pile of leaves, 

then peed myself!,ò Sarah explained. Her 

parents would tell a different embarrassing 

story about when she was four years old and 

was a big drama queen. She and her family 

were camping and Sarah stepped in a puddle 

and freaked out about her feet being wet. 

In Sarahôs free time she enjoys shopping, 

scrap booking, watching movies, and she 

used to dance at the Dance Studio in Or-

ange. Her favorite food is the breadsticks at 

Bertucci's.  Sarah stated, ñI donôt really 

admire anyone. I like some things people 

do but Iôm my own person.ò She also 

stated, ñIôm ditzy, I do stupid things with-

out thinking which sometimes gets me in 

trouble.ò If Sarah could be anyone she 

wanted, sheôd pick Hannah Powers or 

Marcy Rumrill, because she says, ñI know 

they donôt like me and Iôd like to know 

what I did and why they donôt like me.ò 

Oskar Schindler would also risk his life to 

save the Jews. In January, 1945 hundreds of 

Jews were loaded onto a train cattle car 

owned by the SS and were transported west 

without food or water, many froze to death. 

After a few days on the train the car was de-

tached and abandoned on an isolated siding. 

The railway company transported the car to a 

train station. Oskar Schindlerôs brother in law 

was informed by a railroad worker of these 

Jews in the cars and Oskar went to the station 

Oskar Schindler, of German descent, lived in 

Poland during World War II. He grew up 

wealthy, getting anything money could buy. 

After he made friends with the Schutzstaffel 

(SS, bodyguards of Hitler) in Poland and local 

Gestapo bigwigs, he obtained his own factory, 

which had the cheapest labor around; Jews. 

He became rich, but by the end of World War 

II he had spent millions of dollars to save the 

lives of 1,300 Jewish men and women.  

 

to save them immediately.  

There was another incident where 300 Jewish 

female workers in a Schindler-owned factory 

were taken by mistake and were deported in 

cattle cars to the death camp Auschwitz. They 

were certain death awaited them. A Schindler 

survivor, Anna Duklauer Perl, recalled: ñI 

knew something had gone terribly wrong  ... 

they cut our hair real short and sent us to the 

(Continued on page 3) 

Hero of the Holocaust  

More on Sarah Lanagan 

India through the eyes of Yash Ranade 
 

Sixteen year old Yash Ranade came to 
America from Pune, Maharashtra, In-
dia. Our Language Press class inter-
viewed him on India about his country, 
culture, and lifestyle. The India Govern-
ment recognizes seven religions they are 
Islam, Jews also called Parsees, Bud-
dhism, Jainism, Sikhism, Christian, and 
Yashõs religion is Hinduism, which has 
many gods.  

India has 1.2billion people, some of these 
people live on farms, in huts, and some-

times donõt have running wa-
ter or electricity however 
other people who live in cities 
have maids, and human dish-
washers. Yash said, òwe have 
dishwashers, they are just 
people.ó India does not 
use machines, if they did 
everyone would be out of 
jobs. Also in India young people have 
more respect for elders, they call old 
women grandma, and old men grandpa, 
instead of sir, Mr. and Mrs. Yash goes to 

private school. His school 
day is 5 hours long, they 
have 16 classes a year, and 
Saturday and Sunday they 
have off. Yash has a small 

brother, Jay. This is 
Yashõs first time in the 
US, he likes it but it is 
pretty different such as 

college is not expensive in India 
but hard to get into. Yash is sav-
ing his money to get a scooter, 

(Continued on page 3) 
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shower. Our only hope was Schindler would 

find us.ò The women did not know whether 

this was going to be water or gas. A survivor, 

Etka Liebgold, also stated: ñOne night they 

took us to the gas chamber. We were waiting 

the whole night - in the morning we found out 

Schindler was there.ò The women heard a 

voice: óWhat are you doing with these peo-

ple? These are my peopleô: Schindler! He had 

come to rescue them, bribing the Nazis to 

retrieve the women on his list and bring them 

back. And the women were released - the 

only shipment out of Auschwitz during WWII. 

(Continued from page 2)  

Oskar Schindler died in Hildesheim, in 1974 

His heroic story may have died with him 

but, all the Jews that he risked everything 

for and their descendants will be forever 

grateful.  

(war game), soccer, basketball, track 
and field, but the most played is cro-
quet. Theatre is very popular. They 
eat a lot of flat wheat breads and dip 
it into various items. They eat rice 
and beans for almost every meal. 
Spare ribs are Yashõs favorite food. 
Yash likes the education in America 
better, so he hopes to come back to 

they can drive scooters at age 16, 
cars at age 18, and can drink at age 
21. 

Indiaõs nation bird is the peacock, 
national animal is the tiger, and they 
worship the elephant. They have a lot 
of different sports rugby, kabbadi 

(Continued from page 2) college 
here. He 
wants to 
become a 
poet, law-
yer, actor, 
or musician. 
He speaks Marathi at home with his 
family.  

More on  Yash 

More on Oskar Schindler 

World War I broke out in 1914; the United 

Kingdom said that India was also at war with 

Germany. India had troops all over the world. 

Protests began against the British. In March, 

1919 the British passed an act to try to control 

protests in India. This therefore created an 

increase in protests in India. In April, 1919, 

thousands of Indians assembled in Amritsar. 

Troops blocked the entrance of Amritsar, The 

British Commander ordered soldiers to open 

fire on the unarmed crowd, killing about 400 

people and wounded about 1200. By 1920, 

Mohandas K. Gandhi had become a leader in 

the Indian 

independence movement and in the Indian 

National Congress. Gandhi persuaded the 

Congress to adopt his program of a nonvio-

lent disobedience A.K.A. nonviolent non-

cooperation. 

On Aug. 15, 1947, India became an independ-

ent nation, the day after Pakistan became an 

independent nation. India and British leaders 

agreed to divide the country into India and 

Pakistan. They saw no other way to end the 

violence between Hindus and Muslims.  

In 1858, the British Government decided to 

govern India. They called this country British 

India. The British Monarch appointed an 

official, called ñviceroy,ò to govern British 

India. British India was divided into several 

provinces: a governor headed each province. 

In 1876, the British Parliament gave Queen 

Victoria the title Empress of India. In the 

1800ôs, the British built railroad, telephone, 

and telegraph systems in India. Poverty levels 

remained high. The British spent little money 

on elementary education and did little to pro-

mote industrialization.  

Indiaôs Independence from Great Britain 

Oskar Schindler 

Oskar Schindlerôs List 
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