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When you think of castles, most 

people think of knights in armor, 

kings and queens, but in Germany 

the only people in the castles are 

tourists from all around the world. 

Germany is the home to some of 

the most famous castles. They can 

be found all around the country 

located in the most beautiful spots.  

 

Nueschwanstein Castle is one of 

the most popular destinations in 

Europe. It is located in the German 

state of Bavaria, in the high moun-

tains of the alpine lakes. It has 

beautiful views and great hiking 

trails. The castle was remodeled 

for King Ludwig II, who became 

king at the age of 18. He designed 

his castle to make it look medieval. 

The castle was known to be very 

modern for its time era. Even 

though it was built in the late 

1800ôs it was equipped with hot 

air, running water and flushing 

toilets on every floor. At the time 

it was almost a revolution over the 

years Neuschwanstein has had 

over 11 million Euros in renova-

tions. King Ludwig was inspired 

by the artist Richard Wagner and 

dedicated the castle in his name. 

King Ludwig II also known as the 

Mad King Ludwig, did not live 

long enough to see his royal palace 

be finished. Seven short weeks 

after the kingôs death, his new 

castle was opened to the public for 

touring. Today it is one of the 

Europeôs popular touring destina-

tions. Neuschwanstein castle at-

tracts in more than 6,000 people 

per day in the summer time and 

over 1.3 million people visit the 

castle per year. You can not only 

view the beautiful castle in Ger-

many, but you can admire its look-

alike castle in Disneyland. Califor-

Beautiful Castles 

Small Town Girl Plans On Going Big 

Her name is Elise Frances Powers; 

sheôs loud proud and can bring in 

the crowd. The only thing that can 

bring her down is when she goes 

out to town and her parents call her 

by her nickname, Meme. She got 

her nickname by always saying 

ñme meò when she was a toddler. 

Elise is the youngest of three, be-

ing born on January 4, 1992. Elise 

stated, ñI was born in Greenfield 

just like most people around here.ò 

She has an older brother, Robby 

who is 18 and an older sister, Eva 

who is 20. Elise added, ñI like 

Robby better because sisters just 

donôt get along.ò She has lived in 

the same house in the same town 

of Orange, Massachusetts her 

whole life, which has been ñpretty 

boringò for her. 

One of Eliseôs career goals is to 

ñmake lots of money.ò Elise plans 

on doing that by being a ñhappy, 

friendly and very organized,ò per-

son. Right now she baby sits chil-
(Continued on page 3) 
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Sheôs just an all round small 

town girl. Sarah Otto comes 

from a lone town called 

Holzweissig located in the coun-

try of Germany. Itôs where mid-

dle names are not common and a 

nickname in her case does not 

exist. She was born August 2, 

1991 near the western border. 

When she was about three years 

old her parents packed up their 

belongings and moved back to 

the eastern side of Germany. It 

was around the same time that 

Sarahôs little sister, Saskia, who 

is now 9, joined the family. 

Sarah lives with her mom, dad 

and her little sister in Ger-

many. Now she is staying 

with Mike Yohan, and Jen 

Potee in the small town of 

New Salem, Massachu-

setts.  

 

Sarah got involved with the 

exchange program by research-

ing about the programs GIVE 

and ASSE on the internet. Once 

Sarah got accepted to take part in 

the exchange program, she had 

to go through two rounds of 

intense interviews to get the best 

scholarship. In order to receive 

it, Sarah had to not only have a 

great attitude but 

outstanding grades.  

 

At home in Germany, 

Sarah spends her 

time hanging out 

with friends and 

family. She likes 

going to the skate park, movies, 

malls and bars. Even though she 

is of age to drink, Sarah limits 

herself to going to the bars just 

about every other weekend. 

Sarah has no time for a part time 

job because school takes up most 

of her time. She starts the school 
(Continued on page 3) 

 When asked how long he stud-

ied the English language, Yash replied, 

ñfor 12 years: I started when I first went 

to preschool.ò He stated ñat home I speak 

Marathi.ò In India, Yash attends a private 

school. There he has about 16 subjects per 

year and spends 5 days a week in school. 

Yash explained that 

ñthey study straight out of their text 

booksò and are given government exams. 

The government exams are hard and 

ñgetting a 100 on them is unheard of.ò 

The score that you get on the government exams 

are also used to get in colleges. Yash received an 

86 on his government exam. He did not boast 

I recently got the chance to visit the Language Press 

Class taught by Mrs. White at Mahar Regional High 

School in the small town of Orange, Ma. During my 

visit to the class I was caught in awe as the class was 

interviewing an exchange student from the school. 

His name is Yash Ranade. He is a 16 year old boy 

from Pune, India. Yash is presently a student at Ma-

har Regional for the school year 2007 to 2008. Dur-

ing his interview with the class, he explained about 7 

major religions. ñHinduism is the religion I believe 

in,ò Yash said, as he gave great details about it. Some 

of his details included; about 80% of Indians are 

Hindu and the country actually used to be called 

ñHindustan.ò According to Yash, cows and elephants 

are considered to be ñsacred animals.ò 

about it but explained that his grade 

was ñpretty good.ò He said when he 

gets back to India he plans on going 

to college. The colleges in India are 

ñhard to get into but are inexpen-

sive.ò  

 The most interesting 

thing Yash talked about was how 

the people in India ñdonôt use many 

machines or have much technol-

ogy.ò He said the reason for this 

was because, ñthink of all those 

people that will lose their jobs.ò He gave exam-

ples of his maids. If he got an automatic dish-

(Continued on page 3) 

Meeting Sarah Otto 

Exchange Student Shares His Life with Classmates 

Castles in Germany 

liam IV until he 

passed away, 

where he was later 

buried in a tomb 

overlooking the 

garden. After World 

War II came to an 

end, the Palace became a tourist 

attraction. Today more than 2 

million people per year travel 

around the world to visit the 

palace. It has a romantic setting 

and is built on a hill over looking 

a beautiful vineyard from the 

back and has a 

large terrace 

garden in the 

front. The vine-

yard and the 

garden are just 

the beginning to 

what the palace is surrounded 

by. There is also a 700 acre park, 

called Sanssouci Park. The park 

has many different buildings 

scattered on it. All the buildings 

on the park were based on differ-

ent cultures. 

Nueschwanstein Castle. If you 

ever get that huge bonus in your 

pay or a pay raise, spend your 

money wisely and take a trip 

over here to the beautiful state of 

Bavaria in Germany to visit the 

famous castle, 

Nueschwanstein. 

 

Sanssouci Palace is located in 

Potsdam, Germany. It is just 

outside of the capital, Berlin. It 

was occupied by Federick Wil-

(Continued from page 1) 
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Sanssouci Palace over looking 
the garden. 

Sarah Otto sitting in on 

her class in the U.S.A. 

Yash Ranade during his 

visit to Mrs. Whiteôs 

Language Press Class. 

ñThe teachers are 

much stricter in 

Germany then they 

are here (U.S.A.).ò 

- Sarah Otto 



dren who can be a real ñpain in 

the butt.ò Some day Elise hopes 

to be driving around in a Volks-

wagen Golf GTA. Until Elise 

can get behind the wheel, her 

only way of getting around is by 

using her feet or bumming rides 

off of people. 

This past summer Elise took 

some time off from her long, 

straining, stressful job of baby-

sitting to spend time with her 

family. She retired for two full 

weeks in ña cottage off the coast 

in Canada.ò Most of her days 

were spent lounging around and 

(Continued from page 1) soaking up the sun 

then taking a few 

dips in the brisk 

ocean. Elise has also 

had the chance to see 

Mickey Mouse and 

his buddies when she 

went to Disneyland 

in Orlando, Florida a 

few years ago. Elise 

usually does most of 

her traveling on a 

yellow school bus. She is a 

member of the volleyball, and 

basketball team and has been to 

a great number of different gym-

nasiums. Elise dreams of being 

just like Larry Bird. Who 

is a former Celtics player 

because, ñhe is like the 

best basketball player 

ever.ò 

Until that time comes Elise 

will stay in school, play 

sports and continue baby-

sitting on the side to save 

up for her Volkswagen. 

After she gets out of high 

school, Elise Frances Pow-

ers will pursue her dream to have 

a job where she will be able to 

ñmake lots of money,ò and enjoy 

the drinks at her favorite restau-

rant, Applebeeôs. 

  

One thing that Sarah has learned 

by coming to the U.S.A. is that 

Americans ñcannot cook, but can 

bake really good food.ò She 

enjoys eating pizza here but will 

turn down pasta. In Germany 

Sarah says,ò We donôt have 

Mexican food but more Greek, 

Chinese, Italian and Indian.ò She 

says that they commonly eat the 

same thing for breakfast, cereal. 

Their lunches are the biggest 

meal of the day, and dinners are 

light. A sandwich is a common 

meal for dinner.  

 

day at about 7:10a.m. and de-

pending on how many classes 

she has per day determines what 

time she can get out. Once her 

classes are done she can leave 

school. Sarah doesnôt have to 

stay at school till a certain time. 

Sarahôs current school she is 

attending in Germany is called 

Walther-Rathenar Gymnasium. 

When asked to compare it to our 

school Sarah said, ñThere are no 

sports teams there and it is much 

harder academically.ò She also 

realized that, ñthe teachers are 

much stricter in Germany than 

they are here.ò  

(Continued from page 2) Before she came to the U.S.A. 

Sarah had some expectations 

about Americans. Most of the 

expectations she had she was 

right about. She found out that, 

ñAmericans were really as 

friendly,ò as she had imagined. 

One thing that she did not know 

was how, ñAmericans are more 

about their appearance.ò Sarah 

said that many Germans think of 

Americans as being ñbig on 

religion and patriotism.ò She 

realized that we have more 

ñuptight rules,ò and that she is 

lucky that her school does not 

have, ñcops and security cam-

eras.ò They creep her out.   

Small Town Girl 

Sarah Otto 
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Elise Powers takes 
a pose just before 

her big game. 

washer then someone would lose his job be-

cause he wouldnôt be needed to wash Yashôs 

familyôs dishes anymore. The population of 

India is about 1.2 billion people. Many of whom 

are very poor. The thing that caught my atten-

tion was when Yash explained to the class that 

there are still people in India who live in huts 

with no electricity. He said they are mostly 

farmers which supply the country with their 

fruits and vegetables etc.  

(Continued from page 2)  Even though India is a traditional coun-

try, Yash added there are a lot of things that people 

are interested in. Some of the most popular sports 

played are kabbadi, wrestling, basketball, soccer, 

field hockey, volleyball, and cricket, which is 

above all the most popular sport in India. Yash said 

that he takes part in his schoolôs volleyball team. 

Last year his team won the state volleyball champi-

onship, which actually added 5 extra points to his 

government exam. Besides sports there are many 

different kinds of arts that Indians take part in. One 

of the most well known is their hand woven 

cloth. Other arts include dancing, playing dif-

ferent instruments, and acting.  

 During my visit to Mrs. Whiteôs 

class I got the chance to learn about India from 

someone who really knows the truth of what it 

is like to live there. It was an interesting day. I 

can actually use the line, ñyou learn something 

new everyday.ò Well as far as I can say I be-

lieve everyone who was in this classroom 

learned a ton of exciting facts about India.  

Yash Ranadeõs visit 

Above is a flag of Germany and itôs 
surrounding countries.  

The picture above is a map of India and 

pictures of things that are found in those 



There really is no answer to 

that question. Arranged 

marriages were common for 

over 1500 years but have 

been illegal in India for 

over 50 years now. Still 

today families will arrange 

marriages for their children 

for their social status and dowry. 

Indians put their family above all 

and thatôs why most agree to 

arranged marriages--because itôs 

their eldersô wishes.  

 

Arranged marriages are done to 

maintain Indiaôs caste system. 

The caste system has 5 different 

levels of social status. The Brah-

mins are the highest. Brahmins 

are priests, teachers, scholars and 

judges. They are known to be the 

most pure. The next level is the 

Kshatriyas, who are rulers, war-

riors, and landowners. Then 

there are Vaishyas, who are mer-

chants or traders. The last level 

of the social status is Shudras; 

the artisans, and agriculturalists. 

Below them are the 

ñuntouchables.ò Untouchables 

are ñoutsideò the caste system. 

They are commonly washermen 

and sweepers. The highest caste 

compared the untouchables to 

pollution. Untouchables werenôt 

allowed in tem-

ples or water 

sources with 

other people of 

higher rank. If 

someone of 

higher rank came 

into physical or 

social contact with a untouchable 

they were ñdefiledò and had to 

bathe completely to get rid of 

ñimpurity.ò  

 

Even though the caste system is 

currently illegal in India because 

it is discriminating, many Hindu 

families still abide by it. When it 

was legal the untouchables were 

forced to sleep during the day 

and work at night. They had 

ñpolluting activitiesò they did at 

night like any job that involved 

killing animals like fishing etc. 

They would also kill or dispose 

dead cattle and shed them of 

their hides. Some untouchables 

would clean cloths, and deal 

with feces and urine for the 

towns and cities. That is partially 

why they were considered to be 

impure and dirty. Unlike those in 

the highest caste who were vege-

tarians, untouchables would eat 

meat.  

 

Indians who were born in 

a specific caste could 

never change caste or 

mingle with others from 

another caste. Members 

of the same caste would 

live in the same 

neighborhoods, eat to-

gether and work together. In-

stead of people falling in love 

before they get married,  it was 

believed that love would eventu-

ally happen after arranged mar-

riages. 

 

The caste system has been 

pushed aside these days and 

replaced with the dowry system. 

A dowry is money that is prom-

ised by the brideôs parents to be 

given to the groom and his fam-

ily for security.  This seals the 

promise to marry. The more 

educated the boy is,  the higher 

the dowry amount must be. 

Some families have trouble find-

ing a groom for their daughter if 

she is highly educated because in 

India it is a tradition that hus-

bands be more educated than 

their wives. The old customs of 

dowry have gone down hill be-

cause most of the groomsô par-

ents have gotten greedy and ask 

for ridiculous amounts. Recently 

Real Love or Arranged Love 
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girls have been murdered if 

their family didnôt pay the full 

amount just so the groom 

could get remarried. The 

dowry system has just made 

things more complicated in 

India and is slowly turning 

into a big mess.  

 

Weddings do go on, despite the 

problems mentioned.  Some of the 

customs and rituals for weddings 

take place over several days. There 

are events for a pre-wedding, for the 

main day and for after the wedding. 

Single men and women who never 

got married or are divorced are not 

usually invited to participate in reli-

gious festivals or weddings, because 

it is known to be unlucky. Many 

Indian men do not marry divorcées 

because his friends, family and com-

munity would look down on her.  

Divorces werenôt heard of in India 

until recent times but they are hap-

pening more and more.  

 

Now would you call arranged mar-

riages to be real love or not?  I guess 

its hard to tell because what if you 

really did have to marry your soul 

mate without even searching for 

them? For those Indians who had to 

marry someone they canôt stand, 

well I guess thatôs just tough luck.  

A couple sitting together after 

their arranged marriage. 

The two are doing a 

traditional event 

after their wedding. 

ñArranged marriages are 

done to maintain Indiaôs 

caste system.ò 


