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Ganesha By: Meg Munoz

By: Meagan Munoz

Ganesha, known to the Indian religio
the son of Parvati and Shiva is the lordg
success and destr
shiped as a God of education, knowle
wisdom and wealth. Ganesha is one o
five prime Hindu deities (Brahma, Vish

Shiva and Durga) glorified by India and i
people. But how has Ganesha come t¢ be

the way he is? And where did he get
elephant head? The story of Ganesha
like this: Once, the goddess Parvati, W
bathing, created a boy out of the dirt of

he'
goe
hile
he

body and assigned him the task of guayir

the entrance to her bathroom. When

husband returned, he was surprised toffi o

flid
a stranger blocking him and cut off his/ \

head in rage. Parvati broke went off, ar
soothe her, Shiva sent out his squad
fetch the head of any sleeping being.
found a
sleeping
elephant
and brought
back its
severed
head, which
was then
attached to
the body of
the boy.
Shiva re-
stored its
life and
made him Ga
the leade
of his

troops.
Shiva also
bestowed a boon that people would wj|

r-

ship him and invoke his hame before §in- '.

dertaking any adventure.
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wide mouth
represents thg
desire to enjo
life to the full-
est. The largq
ears represe
the ability to b
a great listeng
The two tuskg
represent the
two sides of
human perso
ality, wisdo
and emo-
tion. The
right side is
wisdom, and
the left side is
emotion. The broken left tusk symbg
izes that someone must conquer emot|
with wisdom to gain perfection. Elephd
eyes are said to possess natural dece
ness that allows them to see objects t
bigger than what they afée right foot
dangling over the left foot illustrates tha
order to live a successful life you sho
use wisdom to overcome emotion. Ga
sha's body is usually portrayed wearing
and yellow clothes. Yellow symbolizes|g
rity, peace and truthfulness. Red symbqliz
the activity in the world. These are t
qualities of a perfect person who perfoffiS
all duties in the world, with purity, peage
and truthfulness. Ganesha is very imj
tant to thelndian people, as he is the 1o
tector and as he is the protector an
guardian of Indian travelers. Because
this, the Indian people recognize him
fore and after their travels, in the Gandg
mantra chant ! ! !'!




