
Meet Sarah Otto! She's our new 

foreign exchange student from 

Germany! Sarah is currently 

staying in New Salem, with 

Mike Yohan and Jen Potee. Se 

attends school here at  Mahar, 

but itôs nothing like school 

where she is from. In Germany, 

Sarah has about eight classes a 

day, which are forty-five min-

utes each, and she has ten to 

fifteen minute breaks in be-

tween each class ð meaning that 

Sarah goes to school or about 

eight hours a day! She also says 

that the classes here are easier, 

and the teachers are a lot less 

strict.. Also, there are no sports 

teams at her high  school, or at 

any  high school in Germany. 

Sarah is amazed to see us actu-

ally running to lunch to get 

something to eat, because 

where she is from, lunch is 

merely a social time. Other than 

school activities, Sarahõs come 

to find that our after-school 

activities are unlike her own 

because we are mostly indoors 

people. While we spend our 

free time playing videogames, 

or sitting at the computer, 

Sarah is outside at the skate 

park, or at the movies, and, on 

some occasions, at the German 

bars! When asked how she got 

involved with her student ex-

change program, Sarah replied 

that it is common for kids in 

Germany to go o other coun-

tries for a year, though it is not 

easy. Sarah has actually won a 

scholarship to come to our 

country for free! Sarah also 

gave us her opinion on Ameri-

can food ð it turns out that we 

are not good at making food 

from scratch, but  we are amaz-

ing bakers! She is surprised at 

how much fast food is a part of 

our lives, because there are fast 

food restaurants in Germany, 

but they go unused. Well this is 

Sarah Otto our newest foreign 

exchange student!!! 

Meet Sarah Otto!!! 

 Meet Aidan Oõ Donnell 
At eighteen, Aidan ò A Hip-

pie Dawg ó OõDonnell is 

attending his senior year here 

at Mahar High School. 

Growing up in Lowell, Mass 

with two brothers and a sis-

ter, Aidan came to be a òlaid 

backó type of guy. Upon 

moving to Orange, Aidan 

began his freshman year on 

the Mahar senatorsõ football 

team. In addition to school, 

along with extracurricular 

activities, Aidan has also had 

many memorable job experi-

ences, such as working at 

Dairy Queen, doing landscap-
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First off, I just want to say, BER-

LIN IS AWESOME ! ! ! For my 

flight to Berlin, I took the deutsche 

Lufthansa AG. I got there really late, 

but thankfully I already had a reser-

vation at the hotel Adlon Kempin-

ski, which by the way, was absolutely 

GORGEOUS! It was way bigger, 

and nicer then most of the apart-

ments Iõve been to ð there was great 

designs, color,     and beautiful furni-

ture! and the suite also had a living 

room, a bedroom, a kitchen, a bath-

room, AND an office with a com-

puter!! I mean come on! If I go to a 

hotel in America, Iõm lucky to get a 

room with cable and a shower!! I 

was so excited I couldnõt sleep, so I 

planed the following day. When I 

woke up the next morning, I could-

nõt wait to go out on the town, but I 

was reminded what an amazing res-

taurant the Adlon had to offer. I 

tried asking for breakfast, but appar-

ently they donõt 

know what that 

means because I 

couldnõt find any-

thing breakfasty on 

the menu ð so I just 

ordered lunch, 

which was bangin! I 

had the Rochen-

flügel auf 

Pimpinelle gesch-

mortem Schalotten-

confit mit 

Junglauch,glasierten Perlzwiebeln 

und Polenta - - which in English I 

guess is Spotted skate wing on bur-

net braised shallot confit with scal-

lions, glazed pearl onions and po-

lenta ð Iõm not sure exactly what is, 

but I recommend it if you ever go to 

Germany. Once I left, I took a taxi 

to the bank so I could get some 

euros baby! I have to admit, I was 

bummed when I handed the banker 

$500 dollars, and got back $352.81 ð 

what is that!! I lost like $150!!!! I 

really didnõt care at that point in 

time, so I just headed off to see 

some of the museums in the city, 

and also to find a mall. We went to 

one of the most famous museums in 

Berlin, òGeschichten Einer Metro-

poleó, or òThe Story of Berlinó. It 

was crazy! There was like twenty 

rooms, and usually 

Iõm not a fan of mu-

seums, but this was a 

really modern , and 

it had a lot of cool 

stuff inside.!!!   The 

center of the city 

(well, I guess there 

was no definite cen-

ter, but the busier 

part of the city) had 

a lot to offer. There 

were a lot of really 

old monuments mixed with a lot of 

new stuff, and there were also great 

sculptures to look at . . . but I still 

hadnõt seen a mall!  Finally after a 

whole day of touring the city, I was 

ready to call it a day, and what else 

did I see on my way to the hotel? A 

HUUUGE MALL!! I was in heaven. 

Only like a block or two from my 

hotel, the Quartier 206 was by far 

the highlight of my day ð it had 

three floors, like a bazillion stores, 

and all the variety a girl could wish 

for!!! Needles to say, I spent the rest 

of my free money there, and came 

back to my hotel with bags and bags 

of clothes. We had an exquisite din-

ner, at the Lorenz Adlon, and before 

I knew it, I was passed out! What a 

great day! 

My First Day in Berlin 

 (above) A monument in Berlin 

          (above) 

A mall I went shopping at while I 
was in germany, the quartier 206. 

Page 2 



high school you may get pulled over and 

realize that the man who 

pulled you over is Aidan him-

self, as his career goal in life is 

to be a State Trooper. So 

hereõs Aidan, a stubborn, 

responsible member and cap-

tain of the football team and 

friend to many, and if you 

donõt know him, just hang 

around the Olive Garden or go to a few 

Mahar football games and youõre bound 

to see him! 

that he would buy his dream car, a Phan-

tom, ò but actu-

ally,  a million 

dollars really isnõt 

all that much,ó he 

quickly added. As 

Aidan spoke 

about his various 

travel experiences 

to Florida and 

California, he fondly recalled all of the 

great memories, such as going to Disney-

land with his family in Florida, and hang-

ing out with friends in California. After 

ing over the summer, and 

being a master of thejanito-

rial arts. When Aidanõs feel-

ing hungry, he enjoys hop-

ping into his 1993 Nissan 

Maxima, pumping Lilõ 

Wayne or Young Jeezy and 

driving to his favorite res-

taurant, The Olive Garden, 

òThey have awesome 

breadsticksó he exclaimed, òand all the 

pasta you can eat for ten bucks!ó After 

being asked what he would do with a 

million dollars, Aidan simply replied 

(Continued from page 1) 

Yash belongs to Hinduism. India is 

split  between many different climate 

zones, some of which include a snowy 

climate, and plains, all in the same con-

tinent! There are four important ani-

mals notable in India society. These are 

the peacock, the tiger, the elephant, and 

the cow. The peacock is the national 

bird, the tiger is the national animal, the 

elephant is like a bus, a normal means 

of travel, and the cow is worshiped, 

and your not supposed to eat it, though 

Yash admits that most Indians indulge 

in the meat . Common food in India 

includes spicy meat, curry, mutton, 

chicken, has and flatbread. In school, 

Yash has an 86% average, which is 

wicked good, and according to Yash, a 

100% is unheard of and only  òreal 

geeksó get up to a 96%. Yash also en-

joys  volleyball, and has recently won 

the state championships, pumping up 

his average by 5%. After Yash finishes 

school, he plans to either go into law, 

art, music production, or become a fa-

mous poet. Needless to say, he has big, 

big dreams! 

Yash Ranade came to our language 

press class to talk about his home 

country,  India. In India he lived in 

Pune, Maharasrta with his mother, 

father, and little bro, with grandparents, 

uncles, and servants. He is part of the 

middle upper class. He goes to a school 

with five     stories, and 10,000 kids. He 

informed us that because of Indiaõs 

whopping 1.2  billion people, there is 

no put t use for high-tech machines 

that  put people out of work. Instead, 

India purposely stays behind time, 

without going with what modern peo-

ple are doing. According to Yash, dish-

washers are unheard of ð he explains 

that he has a dishwasher, but their just 

another servant! In India, there are a 

total of seven different religions, and 

  ( Above )  Another picture here 
of Aidan,  here taken from the 

movie  Mars Attacks! 

Introducing Yasho ! ! 

 .  .  .  Aidan Continued .  .  .  

Yash, our foreign 
exchange student 

from India!! Page 3 

(Above) Aidan, portrayed here 
as James from James and the 

Giant Peach 



By: Meagan Munoz         

  Ganesha, known to the Indian religion as 

the son of Parvati and Shiva is the lord of 

success and destroyer of evils. Heõs wor-

shiped as a God of education, knowledge, 

wisdom and wealth. Ganesha is one of the 

five prime Hindu deities (Brahma, Vishnu, 

Shiva and Durga) glorified by India and its 

people. But how has Ganesha come to be 

the way he is? And where did he get the 

elephant head? The story of Ganesha goes 

like this: Once, the goddess Parvati, while 

bathing, created a boy out of the dirt of her 

body and assigned him the task of guarding 

the entrance to her bathroom. When her 

husband returned, he was surprised to find 

a stranger blocking him and cut off his 

head in rage. Parvati broke went off, and to 

soothe her, Shiva sent out his squad to 

fetch the head of any sleeping being. He 

found a 

sleeping 

elephant 

and brought 

back its 

severed 

head, which 

was then 

attached to 

the body of 

the boy. 

Shiva re-

stored its 

life and 

made him 

the leader 

of his 

troops. 

Shiva also 

bestowed a boon that people would wor-

ship him and invoke his name before un-

dertaking any adventure.                                                                                                    

Ganesha is represented as a short, pot-

bellied 

man with 

yellow 

skin, four 

arms and 

an ele-

phant's 

head with 

a broken 

tusk. In 

his four 

hands he 

holds a 

shell, a 

discus, a 

mace and 

a water-

lily. His 

unusual steed is a rat. But thatõs his 

bottom 

half. If you 

look a little 

higher, there 

he is, with an 

elephant head. 

If you look 

even closer 

there are 

many signifi-

cant attributes 

to this strange

-looking god, 

Ganesha: 

Elephant 

head, wide 

mouth, large 

ears, Elephant 

eyes, A big 

belly, Right foot dangling over the left 

foot; The elephant head symbolizes 

wisdom, understanding, and intellect. The 

wide mouth 

represents the 

desire to enjoy 

life to the full-

est. The large 

ears represent 

the ability to be 

a great listener. 

The two tusks 

represent the 

two sides of 

human person-

ality, wisdom 

and emo-

tion. The 

right side is 

wisdom, and 

the left side is 

emotion. The broken left tusk symbol-

izes that someone must conquer emotions 

with wisdom to gain perfection. Elephant 

eyes are said to possess natural deceptive-

ness that allows them to see objects to be 

bigger than what they are. The right foot 

dangling over the left foot illustrates that in 

order to live a successful life you should 

use wisdom to overcome emotion. Gane-

sha's body is usually portrayed wearing red 

and yellow clothes. Yellow symbolizes pu-

rity, peace and truthfulness. Red symbolizes 

the activity in the world. These are the 

qualities of a perfect person who performs 

all duties in the world, with purity, peace, 

and truthfulness.  Ganesha is very impor-

tant to theIndian people, as he is the pro-

tector and  as he is the protector and   

guardian of Indian travelers.  Because of 

this, the Indian people recognize him be-

fore and after their travels, in the Ganesha    

mantra chant ! ! ! ! 

Ganesha By: Meg Munoz 

Ganeesha has six arms and an elephant head

 

Yet a
nother p

icture of th
e H

indu god,  

Ganesha!!! 
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